To review Hospital Episode Statistics (HES) data for England coded as being 'drug induced' during 1996-2000 and to consider their potential utility for assessing the public health burden of adverse drug reactions (ADRs) and studying drug safety.
Introduction
Adverse reactions to medicinal drugs are an important cause of morbidity and mortality in the developed world [1, 2] . In 1998 a meta-analysis of 39 US studies of hospitalized patients estimated the frequency of serious adverse drug reactions (ADRs) to be 6.7% and fatal ADRs 0.32% [3] . Based on these findings, it was suggested that ADRs were between the fourth and sixth leading cause of death. In the UK, a study conducted in Oxford in the early 1990s estimated an overall ADR
